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COCOA BEAN PROCESSING CAPACITY 
EXPANDED BY PRODUCING COUNTRIES 


Several of the major cocoa bean producing countries are 
building new cocoa processing factories and some are 
increasing the grind capacities of existing facilities. There is 
a growing trend among producing nations to export more 
cocoa products such as cocoa butter, cocoa cake and 
powder, and chocolate liquor. 

Traditionally, cocoa beans are exported shortly after 
harvest. But with the greater industrialization of the cocoa 
industry in producing nations and with the availability of 
more storage facilities, producers will improve their posi- 
tion in controlling the flow of cocoa into trade channels. 

A significant share of cocoa products exported by pro- 
ducing nations will likely be directed toward the United 
States, which has very low import duties on these items. 
African producers will likely increase shipments to the 
European market, where preferential duty treatment is 
available, as well as increase sales to the United States. 

The listing of cocoa processing factories presented in this 
circular is not represented as fully comprehensive, because 
of lack of complete information. Nor does the listing in any 
way constitute endorsement by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. 

All references to factory capacity in this circular denote 
maximum annual grinding rates. 


Latin America 


Brazil: All of the major cocoa processing factories in 
Brazil are located in the State of Bahia, which accounts for 
over 95 percent of Brazilian cocoa bean production. The 
industrialization of cocoa beans in Brazil began in 1927, 
when the first processing plant was established at Ilheus. 
During the following two decades, six additional plants 
were opened in Salvador, and one in Itabuna. Although 


Itabuna and IIheus are centrally located in the heart of the 
cocoa zone, Salvador was selected as the site for most of the 
factories because of its advantages of greater electric power 
and industrial water supplies, availability of skilled labor, 
and deep-water harbor. 

The combined grinding capacity of the 8 factories was 
about 72,000 metric tons. During 1958-62, the annual 
processing of cocoa beans averaged 52,000 tons. The IIheus 
and Itabuna facilities averaged nearly 13,000 tons, and the 
balance—representing nearly three-quarters of the 
total—was processed by the Salvador plants. A decade 
later, the average Brazilian grind for 1968-72 was about 
67,000 tons, an increase of 29 percent. 

However, the Brazilian cocoa processing industry is cur- 
rently undergoing a significant expansion. One new cocoa 
processing plant is under construction in the industrial 
center near Ilheus, and three other factories are in the 
planning stage. The Ilheus site was chosen for the new 
plants because of the close proximity to the cocoa pro- 
ducing areas. New port facilities have been constructed at 
Ilheus to allow for ease of shipment to overseas markets, 
and adequate electricity, water, and labor are now avail- 
able. 

One of the new factories under construction in Ilheus ts 
the Barreto de Araujo, S.A., plant, which will have an 
initial grind capacity of 30,000 tons. Eventually this will 
double to 60,000. The Barreto de Araujo, S.A., plant in 
Salvador is increasing its capacity from 39,000 tons to 
60,000. The new Ilheus plant is scheduled to be operational 
by early 1976. 

Names and locations of Bahia’s eight older cocoa 
processing plants: 


SALVADOR: 
Barreto de Araujo Productos de Cacau, S.A. 
Chadler Industrial da Bahia, S.A. 


Joanes Industrial, S. A., Productos Quimicos 
Vegetais. 

*Atlantica Oleos Vegetais Industria e Comercia, S.A. 

*Ceras e Oleos da Bahia Ltda. 

*Oleifera Piatan, S.A. 


ILHEUS: 
*Cacau Industrial e Commercial, S.A., Vitoria Plant 


ITABUNA: 
Cacau Industrial e Commercial, S.A., Helvetia Plant 


*No longer in operation. 


Ecuador: The cocoa processing industry in Ecuador has 
undergone rapid growth in recent years. As Ecuador’s tax 
structure now favors the export of cocoa products rather 
than beans, several new cocoa processing factories are 
under construction and one of the existing facilities 
recently expanded its grind capacity. Cocoa product 
exports now enjoy a 32 percent tax advantage over 
beans —the products receive a 7 percent tax credit, while a 
25 percent charge is levied on cocoa bean exports. 

Prior to 1973, there were only three Guayaquil factories 
processing cocoa for export—SALCO, INEDECA 
(Nestle), and La Universal, with a combined capacity of 
17,400 metric tons. But during 1973 and 1974, several new 
factories became operational and several others are in 
various stages of completion. When all of the factories are 
completed, they will have the combined capacity to process 
Ecuador’s entire cocoa bean crop, based on the average 
production levels of recent years. The SALCO plant is 


scheduled to double in capacity by mid-1975. 
Trinidad: A new chocolate factory recently opened in 
Trinidad is using about 227 metric tons of cocoa beans 
annually. Plant officials hope to increase cocoa bean usage 
to an annual rate of 1,800 tons, which would account for 
about 40 percent of Trinidad and Tobago cocoa bean 
production. 
Dominican Republic: Although there are several dozen 
small chocolate manufacturers scattered throughout the 
Dominican Republic, there are only five factories of 
importance. The large Government-owned cocoa 
processing factory located at Puerto Plata was closed in 
August 1965 because of continuing financial losses. 
Prior to this factory's closing, the Dominican Republic 
manufactured considerable quantities of chocolate for 
export. Industrial. chocolate production averaged 9.500 
tons during 1960-64, falling to 2,600 tons during 1965-69. 
Cocoa butter manufacture for the same periods averaged 
1,800 tons and I 11 tons, respectively. Current cocoa bean 
grindings in the Dominican Republic are estimated to 
range from 5,000 to 8,000 tons annually. TED 
Names and locations of the five major Dominican 
Republic chocolate factories are: 
Cortés Hnos. & Co., C. por A., Santo Domingo 
Eduardo Liriano, Moca 
Chocolatera Industrial, C. por A., Puerto Plata 
Emilio Antonio Martinez, Licey al Medio, D.M. 
Hermanos Dajer, C. por A., Tamboril 

Source: Estadistica Industrial de la 

Dominicana. 

Mexico: Most of Mexico’s cocoa bean crop is utilized by 
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five major chocolate confectionery factories in Mexico 
City, and by a cocoa processing plant at Cardenas, in the 
State of Tobasco. Domestic consumption, primarily in the 
form of table-use chocolate and chocolate candies, 
accounts for most of the output of the Mexico City 
factories, while the Cardenas facility, which began opera- 
tions in the late 1960's, produces mostly cocoa butter, 
cocoa cake, and powder for export. 

The Cardenas plant has a capacity of 14,000 metric tons, 
and together with the factories in Mexico City, the com- 
bined grind capacity is great enough to utilize the entire 
30,000-ton annual Mexican cocoa bean crop. 

Haiti: Haiti has one cocoa industrial processing factory, 
located at Port-au-Prince. Known as Haitian Specialty 
Manufacturing Company, S.A., the factory began opera- 
tion in late 1959 and has an annual capacity of 4,000 tons. 

Venezuela: There are approximately 10 factories in 
Venezuela engaged in the manufacture of chocolate prod- 
ucts, utilizing 6,000—8,000 tons of cocoa beans annually. 
Although most of the processing is for domestic consump- 
tion, small quantities of cocoa butter and cocoa paste are 
exported. 

Other Latin America Countries: Most of the remaining 
Latin American cocoa producers have numerous small 
factories producing cocoa products for domestic utiliza- 
tion. Colombia grinds its entire crop, and even imports 
cocoa beans to fulfill domestic consumption requirements. 
Small quantities of processed cocoa are exported by Costa 
Rica and Jamaica. 


Africa 


Ghana: Africa’s first cocoa processing plant was the 
West African Mills, Ltd., facility at Takoradi. This factory 
began operation in 1949, and in 1961 the capacity was 
doubled to 30,000 long tons. The Ghana Cocoa Marketing 
Board acquired a 51 percent controlling interest from the 
British firm of Gill and Duffus, Ltd., in 1964. 

A second processing plant witha grind capacity of 18,000 
tons, opened in Takoradi in November 1964. This new 
plant—the Ghana Cocoa’ Products Corporation- 
Takoradi —is Government-owned. 

A third processing plant, under ownership of the Drevici 
group of companies, began limited operation in February 
1965 at the port city of Tema. Known as the Ghana Cocoa 
Products Corporation-Tema, this plant was constructed as 
a multiunit complex with a chocolate confectionery 
factory. 

The Tema facility has experienced a great deal of prob- 
lems. In 1970, the Government took over the factory and 
transferred operations to the Cocoa Marketing Board. The 
Board then deployed management and technicians from its 
Takoradi plant and was able to bring the Tema factory into 
limited export production. The Golden Tree chocolate 
factory —part of the Tema processing complex -was 


brought under the administration of the Cocoa Marketing 
Board in early 1973. The Government then established the 
Ghana Cocoa Products Company in June 1973 to 
administer Ghana’s cocoa processing industry. 

The Government is now spending over I.5 million cedis 
(US$1.3 million) to expand and rehabilitate the Tema 
processing factory. The rehabilitation program includes 
the installation of new cocoa processing machines that 
could raise the grind capacity from its current rate of 8,000 
tons, to an annual rate of 30,000. 

During the 1973-74 (October-September) season, the 
West African Mill, Ltd., plant utilized 25,885 long tons of 
cocoa beans; the Ghana Cocoa Products Corporation, 
Takoradi factory 15,778 tons; and the Tema complex 1,910 
tons. The combined 1973-74 factory totals were 43,573 
tons, compared with a total grind capacity of 56,000 tons. 


“By 1976, Ghana’s grind capacity will be approximately 


78,000 tons—if the Tema rehabilitation program is 
completed according to schedule. 

Nigeria: Nigeria has one cocoa processing factory, 
located at the Ikeja Industrial Estate near the Lagos air- 
port. The factory is known as Cocoa Industries, Ltd., and is 
80 percent owned by the Western State Government and 20 
percent owned by the West German firm of Coutinho Caro, 
Ltd., of Hamburg. 

The plant started production in September 1967 and 
went into full operation in August 1968. Although the 
facility has a capacity of 30,000 long tons, it has been 
grinding at an annual rate of about 25,000 in recent years. 

It has been proposed that a processing plant be con- 
structed at Ibadan, but no action has been taken to imple- 
ment construction. 

Ivory Coast: The Ivory Coast’s first cocoa processing 
plant was the Societe Africaine De Cacao (SACO) factory, 
which began operation in November 1964 at Abidjan. This 
facility is owned by the French firm of Cacao Barry, and 
currently has an operating capacity of 40,000 metric tons. 

A second processing plant, the Industrie de Trans- 
formation des Products Agricoles (APISA), was opened at 
Abidjan in May 1974 with an initial grind capacity of 
20,000 tons, which will eventually be increased to 30,000. 
This plant is Government-owned, but receives technical 
assistance from Cacao Barry. 

A third Abidjan plant, Chocolaterie et Confiserie de 
Cote D'Ivoire (CHOCODI), is scheduled to be opera- 
tional by early 1976 with joint ownership between Cacao 
Barry and private Ivorian interests. The initial grind capa- 
city will be 10,000 tons, eventually increasing to 25,000. 
Within a few years, this plant is scheduled to be manufac- 
turing chocolate confectionery items as well. 

A fourth Abidjan plant, PROCACI (60 percent Ivorian 
and 40 percent Interfood owned), is being constructed with 
a planned grind capacity of 30,000 tons. The tentative 
opening target date is January 1977. 

Cameroon: Cameroon has two cocoa processing plants 
and two chocolate confectionery factories. Cameroon’s 
first processing plant was La Societe Industrielle des 
Cacaos, which began operation in 1953 at the port city of 


Douala. The plant currently has a grind capacity of about 
24.000 metric tons, and is owned by the French company, 
Cacao Barry. 

Also at Douala is the Chocolaterie-Camerounaise 
(Chococam), also owned by Cacao Barry. This plant began 
operation in 1967 and produces chocolate confectionery 
for domestic consumption and for export. The grind capa- 
city of this plant is estimated at a maximum of 6,000 tons. 

A small chocolate factory, Hochdoerfer, has been in 
operation since 1954 at Koutaba. 

The SOCACAO cocoa processing plant was opened in 
March 1968 at Yaounde under the ownership of Japanese 


interests. However, this facility has experienced many 
operational problems, and in the fall of 1974 the manage- 
ment was shifted to Cacao Barry. This factory had a 
planned capacity of 15,000-20,000 tons, but has operated 
well below this level at an annual rate of 4.000-6.000 tons. 
Recently there have been discussions in regard to the 
opening of a third cocoa processing plant, but no details are 
available at to when—or if-——construction may begin. 
Malagasy Republic: The Chocolaterie Robert factory at 
Tananarive was established in 1940. This plant utilizes only 
a few hundred tons of cocoa beans annually and manufac- 
turers chocolate confectionery for the domestic market. 


